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I have never been so close to giving up the newsletter as I am at this
point. Sacrificing the writing I really enjoy doing, and reading all
the things I have to, not because I want to, has never seemed to be tak-

ing its toll on my patience, time, and energy as it has now that I have
® thrown myself into long fiction, via my nevel. I can't keep up with most
of & exchange reading anymore, which bothers me, and getting the review [
booke done is becoming a hassle due, for the most part, to all of our busy
schedules. .Also, though it is far from the main reason, I am tired of

' being broke because it's hard keeping up with the prices of whatever ::E:
H_

it takes to put this newsletter out even twice a year., I don t mind

all the free rides, believe me---I always felt we made up on it with

our exchanges and the books sent to us for reviewing anyway---but it ['7']
really bugs me that it takes a few months to get out our whole mail=-

ing list because we can‘'t get all the money together for postage at .-._&
one time once we take care of the printing and envelope costs. Don't

get me wrong, I never started this newsletter for financial gain to
begin with--~-but I'm tired of feeling guilty because I feel Iike
taking out money to buy a particular book (that's not from Women's
Small Press) or a tape (that's not put out by a woman's music com-
pany) or spending $27.50 on 5 8x10s of Linda Evans (in place of a
video tape recorder so I can sit and just watch her scenes for
hours) when I haven't gotten out' all of the mailing list yet
for lack of money for postage.

Women's Network will be coming out periodically from now on,.
when time and money permits, but we hope to be getting out
some: shorter supplements in between, where we hope to be
- printing more poetry and reviews of books of poetry, to leave
more space for information and other book re-

“wi _
‘viewsin our regular issues, Since the supple- _ '
ments will be Iess money, you can figure out , ’

(continued on page 2) ) , L i '




Editor/Publishers Dorothy Feola

Special Consultant/Proofreaders Sylvia Moore
Special Consultant/Reviewers Mia Albright
Special Consultant/Reviewer: Desi Seagull
Staff Consultant/Reviewers Debbie Della Piana
Third World Correspondents "Lou"

MENOPAUSE, CHANGING ROLES, AND
THE JOB MARKET
ARE JUST SOME OF THE TOPICS
CGOVERED IN

BROOMSTICK

A NATIONAL, FEMINIST,
READER-PARTICIPATION MACAZINE
BY, FOR, AND ABOUT
WOMEN OVER FORTY

(continued from page 1) the amount of money
you would like to send in for a subscription.
We'll still accept contributions of work,
press releases, etc., including books for re-
viewing, and we will try to get as much as
possible into a regular issue, as well as the
supplements. In the same respect, we'd like
to keep up our exchanges, but you have no ob- "
ligation to send us an issue of your publici-
tion other than when you receive an issue

from us. I'm not sure when or how often

we'll be out, but the only other alternative %
was to give up the newsletter altogether.

Still make out your checks directly to your <!
editor, Dorothy Feola, and, as usual, have <2

patience. v
9

Swsmmerem 310 per year in US, 315 in Canada

_ Sample copy $2.00

o On Lesbos

craggy island mix
sea earth sky
Sappho lived.
Reputed exile for
reasons of state
described amorphously
dark small schoolmistress
vibrant ill-favored prodigal
human
she drew disciples
like so many wind harps
played them with liquid flame
darted moist orange tongues
at favorites

BROOMSTICK
3543 18th St
San Francisco, CA 94110

I'm sure trying.

Jonnik Enterprises
CA 95109

For a change in your life we invite you -~ u held

to try: The Wishing Well Megazins and ? o P .
mbe Fulwu r;ur:::lred?bof cg:m;;t H S rites wrapped 1in
members’ self-descriptions (by o #),

letters, opinions, valuable resources, 5 rose-textured
reviews, and much more. Introductory * Aeolian warmth.

copy $5.00 ppd. {mailed discreetly first
class). Confidentiai, supportive, dig-
nified, sensitive, prompt. Eight years’
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Left an impression

reliable reputation. Beautiful, tender,
loving alternative to “The Well of
Lonsliness.” A family feeling. The
-] pioneer of them ail! Free information.
Gay Women are writing and meeting
EVERYWHERE through:

523
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City

P.0. Box 2066, San Jose,

off a cliff
stop Leucas and the world.

I lament there are only
scraps of remembrance;

an ~__ rejoice even they breath
%)\ %Cpqéllscgl;g Well f.g 551 ) morning’s t’riune}{ sahe
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Circles On The Waters Selected Poems of Marge Piercy, Alﬁged)&. Knopf, New

York, 1982, 38.95, 294 pages. {(cover design by virginia Tan

Stone, Paper, Knife, poems by Marge Piercy, Alfred A. Knopf, New Yorik,
1983, $12.95, 144 pages hard cover.

Superficiality is an American problem. Feministically speaking, it is a
problem for American womyne Our poets don't helpe.

Poets are supposed to be profound. Feminist poets are no exception to this
dictum. However, Marge Plercy's poetry is humanist poetry, not feminist
poetry.

Both Stone, Paver, I..ife and CirclesOn The Water defy classification by
theme. Therefore, no posm taken from these volumes exemplifies them. The
reader must rely on the poems, individually, to tell her what Marge Piercy
thinks.,

“The Matrimonial Bed,” from Stone, Paper, Knife, dces not tell us anything
about the author’s policy towards men. Does she like them or doesn’t she?

That first winter in the middle

of the night you could not sleep
You bear

the same name and wear

the same face, man who pretends

....Vainly I rub

my breasts against your back

esne (page 10)

These lines, brutally excerpted stand out, representative of whatever the
poem has to say, sharply. Pilercy has that trait that an American student

who manages to shuffle through American university poetry will be given
doses of, piles of, small mountains of. And that is this combination, tough-
ness, or rather, sharpness, on the one hand, and a kind of surrender with a
sneer on the other. I believe it is the American version of man and womon.

Other types of man and womon dialectics, such as man/treachery vs. womon/in-
nocence, or man/capitalism vs. womon/leftism, or man/success vs. womon/mean-
ingfulness, etc., found in European malist tradition, for example, are not
typical to American malist culture.

In Circles On The Water, the first stanza of a poem ("For Strong Women"),
that would obviously attract feminist readers, includes assertions likes

A strong woman is a woman who is straining
A strong woman is a woman standing

on tiptoe and lifting a barbell

while trying to sing Boris Godu




4
A strong woman is a woman at work. ‘1{ %
8y 4

and while she shovels, she talks about
how she doesn t mind crying, it opens

4,
cose (page 257) (;}
57 &?7

Compare this to lines from "The Secretary Chant"s

My hips are a desk.

From ears hang

chains of paper clips.

Rubber bands form my hair,

My breasts are wells of mimeograph ink.
My feet bear casters.

File me under W

because 1 wonce

was

a woman. (page 77)

Doesn't Marge Piercy know how many American womyn are working as secretaries
because they can't get paid to be writers, dancers, personalities? This is
not Piercean superficiality. It is American superficiality. And, ironical-
ly,_it means not that American womyn are superficial about Vietnamese womyn

or Ecuadorian womyn, but that American womyn are superficial about American
womyn.

Educatign means more than hgving an opinion about the news or the holocaust.
It requires more than “hippiesque” posturing. The Liberal-Leftist poseur/e.

I trust Marge Piercy's sincerity implicity. The problem is: she does. And
no writer can afford to trust only their own sincerity. Not implicitly.,

The problem for the humanist poet is that because she is not a feminist
poet, she cannot save herself from what the American malist literati deserve
to wallow ins informationalism, to coin a term, that in practice finally de-
livers the humanist over to an objective hypocrisy. Not that Marge Piercy

has totally surrendered to humanisme since any American womon can always be-
come a feminist-even those who believe they already are.

d
I

oo WAl 2o p
o QM £G4 =nmO 0 Hoas o a8 ol
. ® 0o
;gggggagaygggggﬁmcﬁwodoommmm%wﬁ%ﬁm QO O g odla
SdoRoxo<oroaoRPponHOINTH 43 O SoroOODOgOOCHYOOWD mg
—~c ©'g OGD Hdde PDHOEOQE O30 HHAONLSH 0« D3I HGES 3 O
oS R toOo ISt A JSOTI3RS300 0T S0838 o 00O _"EDpoB=
o = IV AN =T nnR3ado0Tt RAONO. 33 OMANE PHOA « Hiprk -HhE «lO
5 pE i WeewnlR Do- DOoLCn oconeTnOoOnN3IN O e JQ Ry o]
O3 1 4RO TS e oShe NOMBZI ®HO 'Yt O HNM pPo ooP QO
ORI <RI HTYg O P D 30N O ofAg > o< 3 g+ Hozs ol
o I~ 1 3 Hn o S R P o PO T 04002 3o HooPrDpRdR <« 3O
ESsa4R 00 O XRPDOTH BANKY 10C APy oogintoaool o ME
OO TADOIMIOODNQD H& od O SR P e Gt IO 3 I EC
ARNNDOTHDTH . 0Ol N N SWPRACHRFRED @£ 3 drQH[>
Cx S H HRa33HEODW O > <40 OHMH 00 < 0000 P VO NO DI
clomrHlIlod -RroAa3Aay3”d HO DEHd > B EethES HE33n 0 HB
S 1 HPTNOO H® oOooO0d O QA HHO So4IPON PRHETSe +ta4nQn
t it RPDeRTOoPONOSIHHFHHEO ©F OXRPOSIHOIHOOSTD O e 0~ [0
Qg 3/ 0 G003 o Bl o ’l:'b'ga‘ Qggwmgomgzagm»gg-gq—'@:agggm?%
. t jro) fete - .
J:gggg gggag:mgaﬁmms ol HIDIOOREIDI ace cd 53 kd
0 P& o ORANO 3. 383 3 PSS e d RO Nt THEOPDMOe M3 O
Pdm " AmPR _FSHOR oo ORI I TOMe 0 bid P30 00l
Dl Es d 40T SOSnPoy PHHHHSP O 3 o ot DA SInNogc all
~ o aon ot e @ ot OXPM HBo © SPHO O < De ROt _HJ 0
® Re MFoomM3 oHoadd OHEHNOgHERKAOMH e HO O0O E OH
0 Hyx S P3O C OO0 ey @3 HPOS 0D Sttt S e 1Ot 3=
He® O Rcte O ct i3 0 AaN® oS0 SIPSF Ho '~ B 0 3 nlo
EHHD DS QA Bt MY o 3OO0 KH W D e MO CIE
>810 P o) :31 gg ?Qfmsl Hg ] mg o | :?
[¢'] | - .»
8 ° VA I : < 3 . . > o o






